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PENAMA 
Penama Province is home to Vanuatu’s best quality kava and boasts 

some of the country’s most interesting natural tourist attractions and 

the world famous Nangol land dive. 

 

PROVINCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 
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Areas of opportunity 

Agriculture sector 

Kava, spices, pepper, vanilla, cocoa and coconut are some of the key cash products that are 

part of the Vanuatu’s export market and are being produced in Penama province. Kava and 

copra are two of the main export products and key income for the people of Penama 

province. Cocoa production is highly encouraged with the need for value addition. The 

opportunity for the commercial processing of root crops and nuts has also been identified 

in terms of improving its capacity. 

Local knowledge in farming techniques and basic skills exists within the local farmers 

however investment in technology for processing purposes is key and an opportunity for 

investors. 

Continued support programs for skills improvement and development is carried out by 

TVET programs and also encouraged through policies within the provincial government and 

relative departments including the agriculture department in the province. 

Tourism 

Penama province is home to some of Vanuatu’s unique natural tourist attractions coupled 

with its stronghold in traditional customary beliefs and practises. This is a perfect 

combination for any investor venturing into the tourism sector in terms of establishing 

tourist accommodations and creating linkages with the locals for tours and sightseeing.  

Regular flights to the islands of Penama and cruise ship visits to the island of Pentecost for 

the nangol land dive ensure continued growth for the tourism sector of Penama province. 

Maewo Island receives the highest amount of rainfall in Vanuatu each year and hosts 

beautiful lush green vegetation and majestic waterfalls. It is an island set in kastom magic 

traditions therefore promising a wonderful experience for tourists and local alike. 

Improvement in accommodation and hospitality services is an exciting opportunity with the 

already established support services on the islands such as electricity and water availability. 
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Advantages of investing in Penama Province 

Key Features 

Existing support services 

THE SUPPORT YOU NEED WITH A STRONG WORKFORCE 

Penama province already has the established services and basic infrastructure that supports 

foreign investment in the mentioned sectors. Electricity through renewable energy sources 

such as solar and hydro power, ongoing improvements to upgrade water distribution 

channels, significant improvements in the upgrade of roads and a supporting provincial 

government to any foreign investment that will encourage growth for the province. Penama 

province is home to some of Vanuatu’s industrious people which is encouraging to any 

investor that will need a dedicated team of hardworking individuals for their investment. 

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 
    Pentecost  Ambae   Maewo 

Land size   490km2  398km2   269km2  

Population   16843   10407    3569  

Population Density  34/km2 (89/sq mi) 26/km2 (68/sq mi) 13/km2 (34/sq mi) 

Number of airports  2   3    1  

Number of Hospitals 1   1    0  

 

Investing in Vanuatu’s Primary Sector 
Kava has become one of Vanuatu’s most recent agricultural key products that has gained 

popularity with international markets especially in the United States of America. Penama 

province hosts some of the prime species of the kava plant that can provide a prime 

investment opportunity for any investor. 
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Contact Us: 

Raymond Vuti        
Acting CEO 
Vanuatu Investment Promotion Authority 
E: rvuti@vipa.org.vu  
P: (678) 2441/24096 
W: www.investvanuatu.org  

 
 

mailto:rvuti@vipa.org.vu
http://www.investvanuatu.org/
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SANMA  
SANMA province is the main port of export of Vanuatu’s primary sector 

products, an agricultural powerhouse as well as having some of the best 

tourism sites in the pacific island countries. 

 

PROVINCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

    

Areas of Opportunity 

Agro-business 

Copra and Cattle – Sanma Province remains Vanuatu’s powerhouse for copra and cattle production. 

Espiritu Santo, Malo and Aore are well known from history as hosts to Foreign-owned coconut 

Comprises over 

1/3 of Vanuatu’s 

land area 

Contains the 

longest road 

networks in the 

country 

Claims the best 

& one of the 

longest wharf in 

the Pacific  

A hub for the 

Northern 

provinces 
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plantations and cattle farms. They still are and they are responsible for the bulk of Vanuatu’s principal 

domestic exports. For example in 2014, copra and coconut oil contributed 79 percent of total 

domestic exports while exports of beef veal increased 44 percent over the previous year. 

Authorities of the Sanma Province, key business players and community leaders are aggressively 

pursuing Government’s Overarching Primary Sector Policy for increased production and quality of 

high valued products. Replanting of coconuts and introducing of new cattle breed will see increased 

productivity from existing commercial farms. As part of this development, small-holder farmers from 

nearby communities are also included with support from these commercial farms by supplying them 

with coconuts and cattle including capacity building programs. 

But you also have the virgin forests for timber and related products and sandalwood products. 

Sanma Province hosts Vanuatu’s main research centres and project sites aimed at expanding the 

country’s production capacity in forest products.  

Cocoa - with current average export quantity of 1,500 tonnes per year (2010-2015) and Sanma 

Province the main supplier, there is excellent potential for increased production of this product. The 

availability of land coupled with soils and climatic conditions suitable for cocoa beans, Sanma 

Province offers great investment opportunities for this product. 

Small to Medium Scale Value addition Industries  

With the only province having the abundance of land area for potential developments, establishing 

small to medium scale processing industries, Espiritu Santo offers the best location for this purpose. 

Vanuatu Economic/Industrial zone – The first ever industrial zone for Vanuatu will be hosted by the 

Sanma Province. Progress is underway in this development; the site has been identified, sub-divisions 

of the site is already completed, essential services have commenced and launching of the project by 

the Government soon. 

The intention of this initiative is to facilitate integrated farming systems (production, harvesting (post-

harvest), processing and marketing. 

Timber Processing Factory – being the hub of the country’s Northern Province, a timber factory 

located at the province can buy timber products from the surrounding islands. With Santo being the 

biggest producer and supply of high yield forest products, Sanma Province offers the best location 

for the establishment of a timber processing plant. 

Other small to medium scale value addition industries with potential in the Sanma Province include 

but not limited to: 

 Virgin coconut oil manufacturing 

 Water bottling 

 Coffee Industry 
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Tourism 

Tourism developments in the Sanma Province may not be of the same pace as in the Shefa Province, 

but has huge potential for the industry to expand. Excellent sites for 4-5 star resorts and hotels 

targeting high-end markets remain untapped and combined with improved infrastructure, Sanma 

Province can become Vanuatu’s best hot spot for tourism.  

While progress is underway in developing 15 plus rooms boutique type bungalows, negotiations with 

international brand hotels (Warwick and IHG) for major resorts with 150 rooms are also taking place. 

Average number of visitors to Sanma Province is 600 per month with trends showing strong growth 

potential in the medium to long term. 

Based on a tourism market-gap analysis, the following tourism accommodation options have been 

identified: 

 Boutique site x 5 

 Resort style with conference facilities 

 Business/leisure hotel  

 Luganville, 4 star family based resort 

Advantages of investing in Sanma 

Key Features 

 

Sanma’s large land mass 

 
INVESTMENT  

AN UNLIMITED LANDSCAPE OF OPPORTUNITY 

Sanma Province, host to Vanuatu’s northern town is well known as an American base during the 2nd 

world war. Much of the developments at that time have contributed to where it is today and is 

recognised as the country’s industrial region.  

Having the largest province in terms of land mass (1/3rd of Vanuatu’s landmass), it has the potential 

to accommodate a wide range of investment activities. Especially large scale investment with a strong 

focus in primary production for value addition for export can be assured to be well accommodated.  

As an American base during the 2nd world war, stories and historical sites provide some of the best 

tourism attractions in the pacific region. The unlimited landscape provides excellent opportunities for 

the tourism industry. 

The improvement of government support services through existing institutions and other authorities 

will enable established industries to expand and attract new business and investment. 
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Has the longest road networks in the 
country 

 

Claiming the longest road networks in Vanuatu means despite the location of your investment in the 

province, your products and services are guaranteed of reaching their final destination for consumer 

needs. 

The tar-sealed road to the Eastern part of Santo have contributed to the success of businesses current 

undertaking activities outside of Luganville. Recent plans to improve road networks to the southern 

part of the island see more developments in this part of the island. 

The existing road networks provide easy and quick access to current government and donor-funded 

projects in the remote parts of the province, especially in the primary sector (Livestock and Forestry). 

Further expansion of existing projects or developing new production supply project sites in the 

remote areas of the province will see further extension of existing road networks, thereby making 

Sanma Province a favourable location to do business. 

 

 

Host to one of the best and longest wharf 
in the pacific 

 

The recent completion of a close to 300 meters long wharf on Santo will make Sanma Province a 

gateway to international multi-purpose vessels. While this facility will enhance Sanma’s exporting 

ability, other potential business activities are abundant. 

Vanuatu’s cruise tourism industry is booming and current trends have indicated that the likelihood of 

this maintain an upward trend. The wharf facility will see many more cruise ships berthing in Sanma, 

thus enabling more tourism business opportunities. 

 

 

A hub for the northern islands and 
provinces 

 

Sanma Province has once been recognised as a base for foreign fishing vessels, boatbuilding and 

marine engineering with a strong focus on heavier engineering repairs and offloading of tuna fishes 

caught in the Vanuatu waters. It is well positioned to capitalise on foreign vessels fishing under 

Vanuatu Government License. The demand for import substitution by local value added products, 



PROVINCIAL INVESTMENT | SANMA 

 

 

5 

particularly marine products will enable the fishing industry to expand and attract new business and 

investment in the province. 

Sanma province’s strategic location has been and remains important in terms of trading with the 

northern provinces, namely Penama, Torba and Malampa. As the country’s main export base, Santo is 

the principal market for products from the 3 provinces. 

The Pekoa International airport will be upgraded to cater for bigger international air crafts. This is 

mean spill over effects to the other province from the tourism growth in the Sanma Province looks 

very promising. 

The Sanma Province is host is host to the working population of the 3 other provinces. From current 

records, the population of Luganville is 20,000 most of whom are from the 3 provinces. The 

improvement of infrastructure facilities through improved air, shipping and energy services, there will 

be new business and investment and more employment opportunities for the 3 other provinces. 
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Demographics 
 Espiritu  

Santo 

Aore Malo 

 

Land size 

 

3,955.5 km2 

(1,527.2 sq 

mi) 

 

57.6 km2 

(22.2 sq mi) 

 

180 km2 

(70 sq mi) 

Population 39,606 

(2009) 

556 

(2009) 

4,273 

(2009) 

 

Number of 

airports 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

Number of 

Hospitals 

 

1 

  

 

 
 

 WHO HAS INVESTED IN SANMA PROVINCE? 
 

 Vanuatu Utilities & Infratsructure 

As a wholly owned subsidiary of Pernix Group Inc., Vanuatu Utilities & 

Infrastructure Limited (VUI) ventured into The Republic of Vanuatu in 

January 2011 when a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed 

with the Government of Vanuatu for the Luganville Electricity Concession on 

the island of Espiritu Santo, Vanuatu. 
 

 Vanuatu Palm Oil Limited 

Vanuatu Palm Oil is …: 

 

 Two canoe – Beachfront Resort 

Two Canoes is a new, ecologically, culturally and environmentally 

responsible mini resort development that incorporates appropriate modern 

building technology to minimise its environmental footprint but to also 

mitigate against Vanuatu’s natural perils (cyclones, earthquakes and tidal 

surges). The retreats design, elements and furniture reflects this "modern" 

approach and provides an overall comfortable experience for our targeted 

markets. 
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SINO Van Fisheries Limited 

Granted approval in 2005, the Sino Van Fisheries ltd…. 

 

 UNELCO Vanuatu Ltd 

Established in Vanuatu in 1993, this French company has been remains 
Vanuatu’s main supplier and distributor of water and energy services to the 
residents of Vanuatu.  

 

 

 

SANMA  
PROVINCE 

Working together to improve developments and 
livelihoods of the people of the Sanma Province 

 

 

CONTACT US 
 

  
 

Vanuatu Investment Promotion Authority 
PMB 9011 
E: investment@vipa.org.vu 
W: www.investvanuatu.org  
T: (678) 24441/24096 

mailto:investment@vipa.org.vu
http://www.investvanuatu.org/
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THE VISION OF TAFEA PROVINCE 

“Decentralization policy is implemented, the people will enjoy the developments through the 

people’s requests” 

Tafea Province has a population of 37,050.TAFEA is one of the six provinces of Vanuatu. TAFEA is the 

southernmost province of Vanuatu. The name is an acronym for the five islands that make up the 

province Tanna, Aneityum (also Anatom), Futuna, Erromango and Aniwa. Tanna is where you can 

walk up the most accessible Live Volcano in the world. It is also Vanuatu’s third most developed 

Island. Tanna's economy is based primarily on Agriculture and Tourism. Tanna's main town is Lenakel 

although the administrative centre is nearby Isangel. 

Aneityum is a tropical Island paradise and is Vanuatu's southernmost inhabited island. The interior is 

mountainous and covered with wet, dark forest. Along the coast, pine plantations contrast with 

coconut palms, white sand beaches and second largest coral reef system in Vanuatu. Aneityum is a 

good island for walking, not too large and with a cooler climate. Mystery Island is all beaches and 

reefs and a popular cruise ship destination especially large Carnival Cruise line.  

Futuna is an Island in the Tafea Province. It is the easternmost Island in the country. It was formed 

by the uplift of an underwater volcano, which last erupted at least 11,000 years ago. It reaches a 

height of 666 m. It is sometimes called West Futuna to distinguish it from Futuna Island, Wallis and 

Futuna. It is a Polynesian outlier. 

Erromango is the largest island in Tafea, the southernmost province of Vanuatu. Its largest villages 

are Port Narvin and Dillon’s Bay (Upongkor). Erromango is largely unpopulated and undeveloped. 

Since early 1800s people have been buying, trading and stealing sandalwood from Erromango to take 

to other countries for processing to essential oil for perfumes and other products. For the first time 

ever sandalwood oil has been produced on the sandalwood rich island of Erromango.Upongkor 

village, eight kilometers south of Dillon's Bay airstrip, has the island's only guest house. Erromango is 

also renowned for its forest resources including abundance of wild game and hardwood forests. 

Aniwa is a raised coral atoll 24 km NE of Tanna Island in the Tafea Province. The highest point is only 

42m above sea level. Most of the island's residents live in the south. Aniwa was the first island in the 

archipelago to have missionaries. The lagoon has become a new addition to the Vanuatu Ocean Swim 

2010 event. Long beach walks on the secluded lagoon are a feature of your stay on Aniwa - guides 

are available to point out plants, shells and fish indigenous to the island. They will also take you to 

the newly created Turtle Sanctuary. 
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PROVINCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

    
    

Advantages of Investing in Tafea Province 

Key Features 

 

Agro-Business 

Tafea Province is rich with Agriculture crops, particularly high value crops such as Coffee planting, 

Coconut, Kava, Citrus, Noni spices and root crops and root crops. The Islands within Tafea Province 

are popular based on the value crops planted by the people. Tanna Island is famously known for its 

Tanna Coffee which grown under the shadows of the still active Yasur Volcano. It is the active 

Volcano's influence that makes the Tanna Coffee so unique. The deep, rich soils, abundant sunshine 

and plentiful rainfall are the very essence of this truly natural and excellent product. Traditionally 

Tanna is also well known for its fertile soil where it’s hard working population farm peanut, potato, 

onion, carrot, round cabbage, lettuce, tomato and capsicum. On the other hand, Erromango Island is 

well for its Sandalwood which later process into essential oil for perfumes and other products. Fishing 

activities on the Island of Aniwa play an important role in maintaining the supply of seafood protein 

for the communities. Both men and women are active fishers, contributing to the household fish 

consumption and profitable purpose. The Government encouraged local businessmen to joint-

partnerships with foreign investors and create local industry associations depending on the require 

policy and agreement under the sector responsible.  

 

 

Air and 

Shipping 

Transportation 

Improvement 

in 

infrastructure  

 

Diverse array of 

Geographical 

and Climate 

Location  

Wide range of 

high 

development 

sectors  
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Opportunities in Livestock 

Vanuatu beef is considered one of the best in the world. Cattle farming is a great opportunity in Tafea 

Province. The Government of Vanuatu implemented the National Cattle Restocking Program 

supporting all province for this initiative business platform supporting small scale farmers. This will 

contribute towards the Government’s national target to register a total of 500,000 heads of cattle by 

2025. The Island of Tanna, Erromango and Aneityum have been register cattle restocking program 

with high potential.  The importance of the distribution of improved herds to rural farmers means 

that in the future, people expect heavier and meaty cattle on rural plantations to maintain a high 

quality of organic beef at all times. 

 

 

Timber Business 

Timber is popular in the Tafea Province meaning there is a high value especially in Sandalwood. 

Vanuatu’s own Erromango sandalwood is committed to improving the livelihoods of farmers, 

landholders & communities through sustainable production and value adding of essential timber. The 

Government of Vanuatu support local communities by distributing Sawmills, particularly in the Tafea 

Province.  With records indicating that there some 1,400 hectares of woodlot established in Tafea 

Province. The current activity for forestry investment in Tafea Province is the Sandalwood Joint 

Ventures, under the name of Erromango Sandalwood Limited. This business activity involves Joint 

Ventures with Sandalwood growers on Erromango Island and Foreign Investor from New Zealand. 

The Joint Ventures were initially established under the Sandalwood futures then moved to 

Erromango Sandalwood Limited. This initiative provide a platform for local Sandalwood growers to 

have the opportunity to sell their sandalwood to any foreign investor who is interested in conducting 

business in this particular category.  
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Invest in Eco-Tourism 

Tourism is the main source of income in Tafea Province. Tanna Island received the highest number 

of visitors due to its Toka ceremony is considered the most impressive traditional dance. It is held 

every 3 to 4 years.  This includes Tanna's most famous attraction and is regarded as the world's most 

accessible active volcano. Over the centuries, ash rain from Yasur has built up huge black sand dunes, 

creating a stark moonscape. With routes road where visitors can climb up to the crater rim, where 

they are treated to a magnificent fireworks display. Eco-Bungalows built in line to support the 

surrounded natural environment and traditional cultures perform by local communities to welcome 

visitors. Tanna has a variety of Accommodations from luxury variety to smaller traditional style Island 

Bungalows located throughout the Island with the majority found close to the Volcano for easy access 

to visit the Volcano. The adventure begin once you landed in Tanna and with its unique cultural 

experience, visitors can choice where to stay.  

 

Mystery Island is an uninhabited Island and is 10 minutes away by boat from the big Island called 

Aneityum situated in Tafea Province. The Island itself has remained virtually untouched. This 

incredibly beautiful conglomeration of pure white sand, palm trees and coral reefs provides the 

perfect place to relax and unwind. Mystery Island can be reach only via Cruises ships, local boats and 

by planes (Air Vanuatu) 3 times a week. This is one stop journey for everyone to enjoy local foods, 

local coconuts, local coffee and taste of cooked spiny lobster. The surrounding areas from Mystery 

Island has been secured as a Marine Protected Area. However, there are other hidden investment 

opportunity apart from spending time in sand and cave snorkelling, ship wrecks, turtle touching and 

fish feeding surrounded by clear blue waters and sheltered by coral reefs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROVINCIAL INVESTMENT | TAFEA  

6 

 

6 

WHO HAS INVESTED IN TAFEA PROVINCE? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHITEGRASS AIRPORT 

White Grass Airport is Vanuatu’s third international Airport and is owned 

and operated by Airports Vanuatu Limited (AVL). White Grass Airport is 

under the responsibility of Airports Vanuatu Limited (AVL) Operations and 

has an Airport Manager that ensures Civil Aviation Rule are in compliance 

at all times. This is a good investment opportunity especially having both 

companies registered as local business enterprise and with its own 

shareholders and providing genuine service to the people of Tafea. 

Infrastructure plays an important role in regards to the recent upgrade of 

the terminal. The terminal provide easy accessible route for foreign 

investors with a lot to choice from when it comes to investment 

opportunity.  

 

LOCAL BUSINESS SERVICE 

Tafea Province continues to receive supports from the Government and 

Private Companies for better services allocated to the people and 

communities. There are two Commercial Banks on Tanna. National Bank of 

Vanuatu and Bank South Pacific (BSP). Other business household name 

includes Western Union, Post Office and Air Vanuatu. The two biggest 

Telecommunication companies which is DIGIGEL and TVL are the main 

communication which office located in Tanna Island and coverage through 

reaching other Islands in Tafea Province. However, with high increasing 

number of visitors to Tafea Province by yachts and plane, Customs and 

Immigration Office is also located in Lenakel Town. Travel by domestic 

shipping, the main port is at Lenakel and this includes outer islands within 

Tafea Province.  

 

UNELCO EXTENSION  

It has been a great achievement for the people of Tanna and Tafea province 

to officially witness for the first time, lights being switched on at White grass 
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Airport as one of the major development conducted by Unelco. Electricity 

& Power Unelco provides electricity throughout the town of Lenakel and 

some rural areas closer to town.  Most remote villages and Bungalows run 

on generator or solar power and may be switched off at night. 

 

  

 

ROCKWATER RESORT 

With its overlooking view pointing directly to the Pacific Ocean, 

Rockwater Resort is simply one of kind crafted out of the limestone cliffs 

of the stunningly beautiful, undiscovered North Tanna coastline. Three 

years of labour with handmade bricks fully style with Mediterranean 

restaurant along with coral gardens, overlooking sunsets, Rockwater 

Resort surely is breathtaking. The Resort is built for a purpose and that 

is to attract visitors to the Island of Tanna. Rockwater Resort opened its 

doors on the 4th of April 2018. Whilst embracing the location’s natural 

environment in its architecture, Rockwater also introduced a new level 

of guests comforts and leisure in the southern islands of Vanuatu. 

Employment opportunity is definitely a must were locals recruited to 

work at Rockwater Resort.  

 

 

PACIFIC ENERGY 

With three fuel stations opened at Louanatom and two in Lenakel, 

Pacific Energy is already seeing beyond the horizon of economic beacon 

that is beckoning both locals and foreigners to partner to develop Tanna, 

by assuring the people that depending on the current positive economic 

climate, they may open more fuel station on Tanna in near future. The 

cost of fuel on Tanna is now the same as in Port Vila supporting 

communities in Tanna and other Islands in Tafea Province. The three fuel 

stations are owned 100% by indigenous Tanna owners and their families. 

This clearly shows the interest of small and medium enterprise in 
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partnership with its supplier for implementing the Government’s Energy 

Road Map by setting up business on Tanna.  

 

 

 

TANNA COFFEE 

With its famously high value coffee production, Tanna Island 

continuously set standard when it comes to business endeavours. 

Established in Tanna in 1982, Tanna Coffee Development Company 

operate to assist Vanuatu after its Independence. Due to severe climatic 

conditions, the company stop operating until it was sold to a private 

investors, who later introduced stronger varieties. With high rich 

volcanic soils, Arabic Coffee is genuinely the consumer type and natural 

quality product for its investment. Production from over 750 farmers has 

increased which lead to earning capacity and provide accessible for 

oversea market. Approximately 500,000 coffee trees have been on 

Tanna and 100,000 planted on other adjoining Islands. The aim of 

creating a viable and sustainable industry capable of satisfying 

international demands will continue but more importantly maintaining 

the unique quality that the 100% organically grown Tanna coffee 

possesses. All coffee is sold in roasted and packaged form  through 

Tanna Coffee’s facility which locate in Port Vila with 70% being 

distributed locally and is currently exporting to Australia, New Zealand 

and Fiji and supplies seedlings to two certified organic coffee growers in 

Samoa. This is a milestone for Vanuatu local product to be recognised in 

International Market and also encouraging farmers throughout the 

country to make use of their land.  
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TAFEA   
PROVINCE 

                   Working together to improve developments and 
livelihoods of the people 

 

Tafea Provincial Council is the authorize body for the purpose of making sure that the 

decentralization policy is implemented in full. This is the main vision to make sure that the power 

must reach the people, especially in service delivery to make sure that the process of that 

decentralization policy is implemented. Tafea Provincial Office also serves to provide support in the 

implementation of specific programs, policies incentives, strategies and disseminate information on 

export and imports procedures and requirements. And the marketability of specific products within 

the primary processing industries. It will also facilitate the establishment of cottage, small, medium 

to large scale manufacturing industries and facilitate market access of value added products in the 

Tafea province. Foreign Investors who interested in seeking information on land rates, Joint Venture 

Business Investment and Investment opportunities must liaise directly with the Tafea Provincial 

Council in order to get full assurance to conduct any type of business in the province.  

 

 

 

CONTACT US 
 

   LENAKEL MUNICIPAL             TAFEA, ISANGEL 
   LENAKEL TOWN                       PO BOX 28 
   TANNA ISLAND                        TANNA ISLAND 
   TELEPHONE: 88057                 TELEPHONE: 7749762/7102248 
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TORBA 
TORBA province is Vanuatu’s happiest province and home to the 

country’s friendliest people with an array of unique, untouched and 

unspoilt tourism attractions. Tourism, fisheries and manufacturing 

opportunities are but some potential investment activities that are 

calling you to invest in Torba today! 

PROVINCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 
            

  

Boasts 

Vanuatu’s 

largest marine 

boundary. 

Unique, 

untouched 

natural 

resources. 

Home to the 

friendliest 

people in 

Vanuatu. 

Home to the 

biggest lake in 

the South 

Pacific. 
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Areas of opportunity 

Tourism 

Ecotourism – Torba province is Vanuatu’s northernmost province and is one of the 

few islands that remains untouched by foreign influence. Many of its islands feature 

the idyllic tourism destination setting of white sandy beaches set against a lush 

vegetation backdrop with clear crystal blue waters. The potential to host an 

ecotourism project on any of the province’s big islands is key in the Torba Tourism 

Plan with established natural attractions such as the Lake Letas and Siri Waterfalls on 

Gaua Island. Special importance is given towards ecotourism projects by the Torba 

Provincial Council in its Tourism Plan to uphold the beauty and natural state of its 

unique attractions. 

Continued flight regularity to the province signals positive development in the 

tourism sector that should encourage and uphold tourist visits both by air and 

through yachts. 

A local Tourism Association established by local business men and women involved 

in the tourism industry is assurance of the skills and know how available in the 

province. Further development through upgrade of any accommodation type would 

be an exciting opportunity for any investor. 

Fisheries 

Owning Vanuatu’s largest marine boundary Torba province has great potential in the 

fisheries sector. The aquaculture industry is a source of cash income for local fish 

farmers through farming of water fish such as tilapia and prawn. There is great room 

for an expansion of such a project due to its current market limited being to the local 

communities of Torba. Fresh water fish (tilapia) and prawn farming are two of the 

main aquaculture fish products farmed by the locals. Local skills and know how is 

readily available with a Torba Fisherman’s Association already in place. 

Renovation and construction of wharves and the setting up of processing plants are 

two key investments that will guarantee the major success in the fisheries sector from 

Torba Province. Market opportunities are available within the domestic market for 

supply due to the increased need for protein intake by locals. Vanuatu. Processed 

fish products also have the potential for the international markets of the Asian 

region. 
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Coconut industry 

Although small in size and capacity in development of its current coconut sector, 

Torba Province produces a high number of copra compared to the country’s 

provinces. Total value of production in 2007 showed that Torba Province alone 

produced 8,038,000VT worth of coconut produce. 20% of good agricultural land is 

used for planting coconut trees with great potential for replanting.  

Potential is hidden in the value adding sector of the coconut industry and key 

investments in technology will unleash the endless possibilities for value addition of 

high grade organic coconut and its by-products. The skills, manpower is readily 

available in this sector with well over half of the population engaged in copra 

production. 

 

Advantages of Investing in Torba Province 

Key Features 

Untapped Resources 

EXTENSIVE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT. 

Torba Province is by far one of the most untouched corners of Vanuatu. It hosts 

pristine natural wonders that have not experienced the foreign touch and can be 

kept this way through ecotourism potential. From the twin waterfalls to the 

magnificent coral reefs of Gaua Island, soft adventure tourism has strong potential. 

Strong support by the community for foreign investment and the need to develop 

the province further is evident through policies and programs aimed at encouraging 

inward investment to Torba. Infrastructure has improved and is still growing. Running 

water is accessible on the island of Mota Lava and Vanuatu’s electricity supplier, 

UNELCO, has recently established power lines operated through bio fuel, on Vanua 

Lava, the provincial administrative headquarters. 

Any foreign investor with the vision for great development through available 

opportunities should look into Torba Province as a gold mine for investment 

potential and growth in the future. 
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INVESTING IN A SAFE AND SECURE ENVIRONMENT 

Torba province is one of the safest provinces with a strong community judicial 

system ensuring a safe living environment for all. Torba province has also been 

targeted by the national government through Vanuatu Police Force as the province 

to spearhead the Community Policing initiative. 

 

Torres Islands 
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Banks Islands 

 

Take the Opportunity to Invest! 
Untouched and full of potential Torba Province awaits your investment. Seize the 

opportunity to discover and explore the province and plan how you can invest in 

Torba especially in tourism related activities. 
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Contact Us: 

Raymond Vuti        
Acting CEO 
Vanuatu Investment Promotion Authority 
E: rvuti@vipa.org.vu  
P: (678) 2441/24096 
W: www.investvanuatu.org  
 
Olivet Dorony        
Manager Tourism Office 
Torba Province 
E: odorony@vanuatu.gov.vu  
P: (678) 5977429 
W: https://tourism.gov.vu  
 
 

mailto:rvuti@vipa.org.vu
http://www.investvanuatu.org/
mailto:odorony@vanuatu.gov.vu
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